
We are lied to on a daily basis in a variety of 

ways. This takes on critical importance when 

the lies concern eternally important subjects. If 

someone lies to me about a product and I waste 

a few dollars on it, I am annoyed and angry but 

it is not really that big of a deal. If on the other 

hand, I believe a lie about Jesus or salvation, I 

could very well be in eternal peril. It is these 

more important lies that I plan to address in 

July. 

 

Most of the lies we encounter are disguised or 

camouflaged to some degree because usually 

when we encounter a bald faced lie, we can 

more easily spot it and reject it. Not only do 

liars camouflage the specific lies they want us 

to believe but they disguise their motives as 

well. Also against us is the neglect of critical 

thinking training. We make it harder on 

ourselves by voluntarily subjecting ourselves to 

influences that train our brains to have short 

and divided attention spans. All of this makes it 

more difficult to unmask the lies we encounter.  

Regardless of how challenging it is, we need to 

learn how to identify and reject the lies aimed 

at us, especially those with eternal 

consequences. 

 

Coming up in July we will try to tackle some of 

the most important areas for us.  It is vital for 

us to know the truth, believe the truth and live 

according to the truth. At stake are our eternal 

JULY SERMON SCHEDULE 
    
    2 “Truths about Salvation”  
 

    9 “Truths about the True Church” 
        

   16 “Truths about Opponents of the True Church  

    - Evil Spirits”  
 

   23 “Truths about Opponents of the True Church   

    - False Religions” 
 

   30 “Truths about Opponents of the True Church 

    - Progressivism”  

destinies and our effectiveness in 

accomplishing our God given commission of 

making disciples of Jesus.  

 

Some of what you hear may be new to you, 

challenging or uncomfortable. I urge you to 

thoughtfully consider what we see in God’s 

Word. As Jesus prayed to the Heavenly 

Father for his followers just a few hours 

before he went to the cross, “Sanctify them 

(make them holy, set them apart) by the truth. 

Your word is truth.” John 17:17. The truth of 

God’s word is what we need to free us from 

harmful lies. 

 

In His Joy, for His Kingdom, 

 

Pastor Rodney 

 

BEACON 
“Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 

July 2017 

Unmasking the Lies 



 

So I was thinking… 
Have you ever planned a big event, with all the little details figured out, only to realize that nothing you planned is actually 

happening?  I feel like that is what happened on this year’s mission trip.  We planned a community VBS for 20-40 kids.  We 

planned to work for Duluth Harbor Mission, to cook and serve meals to people in the community, both breakfast and supper.  

We planned to resurface the church’s driveway.  We planned to paint a house for an elder of the church.  We planned to be 

part of a community picnic, again preparing and serving a meal to the community.  We planned to go out on the streets of 

Duluth and experience street evangelism. We planned to paint a fellowship hall.  We planned for our youth group kids to 

lead worship without any adult help. Of all those plans, the only thing that went as planned was the worship and the painting 

(Although we accomplished the painting faster than our hosts planned.  I did try to warn them about that. J).   

 

Before we even arrived at the church, things happened that changed our plans.  The person in charge of the resurfacing pro-

ject had to take an unexpected trip out of town, so the deacons decided the project should be put on hold.  The elder of the 

church was hospitalized, which eliminated yet another project.  To our surprise, we ended up hosting a VBS program for 

eight children.  Five of which were from the same church family and the only kids to show up for two of the days.   Our 

street evangelism project wasn’t set up ahead of time, as I didn’t know about that option when planning.  In any event, it end-

ed up getting cancelled due to an unexpected funeral.  Unknown to me, we weren’t actually expected to prepare the meals for 

the picnic or for the mission.  The mission only wanted five kids to help.  They also had record low numbers of people attend 

the meals, much to our disappointment.  Our painting job, which went exactly how I expected, surprised the pastor who 

thought it would take two days to complete.  We did it in six hours and it turned out great!  Over and over again we saw our 

plans altered.  Even a surprise gift from a very generous woman from the church changed our day’s plan.     
 

As the week went on and we had more and more fun, I started second-guessing myself.  This is more of a retreat than a mis-

sion trip.  What do I tell the church?  If I’d known it was going to go like this I could have planned more lessons? Are we 

having too much fun and not doing enough work? 
 

And then I really looked at the devotional that I had created for the trip.  It’s taken from the book “Thrive” by Mark Hall of 

Casting Crowns.  It’s about accepting and living out the fact that we are made to thrive, not just survive.  It uses the example 

of a tree planted by the water to illustrate God’s desire for us to have our roots deeply planted in His Word so that we can 

reach out to others.  On two different days I had the students read and write out Romans 12: 1&2.  (“Therefore, I urge you, 

brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your 

true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  

Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”) Paul wrote these words 

to Christians.  Christians who have already been transformed, yet still needed to be transformed, like us.  The devotion went 

into the battle of the mind and how Satan will use our thoughts to take us captive and I realized something.  There is a reason 

this trip went like this.  I don’t know what it is, but God does.   
 

So I pulled everyone together for our last debriefing on Saturday night and we discussed our week and Satan’s battlefield.  

We talked about the things that disappointed us and it was comforting to see that the students had the exact disappointments I 

had.  They wanted to do more!  They wanted to experience the street evangelism!  And then I listened as they talked about 

what they did get out of this trip.  They felt firmly bonded with everyone that was there.  They felt closer to God from this 

trip and more open to future mission trips, whatever they may be.  In fact I’m supposed to remind one of them, who didn’t 

really want to go, how much he got from it.  They felt a stirring in their hearts for hurting communities, like the one we were 

in, and they felt a love for people that they hadn’t even met.  They fell in love with a struggling church, one who was so 

grateful and thankful for all of our hard work and didn’t see it the way we did at all!  The church was so excited that three 

kids from the community came to VBS for one day.  They were in awe of the new coat of paint in the fellowship hall.  Most 

of all, they loved that we were able to show the few children and adults in their congregation that teenagers follow and pro-

claim God’s love!  We inspired them and made them hopeful, and that was definitely not something I could have planned.    

We went to a city on a hill to discover how to let our light shine, and even though we thought we failed, we did just that.  

God’s light was shining brightly!  It was evident on the faces of everyone Sunday morning as they listened to our kids lead 

the church in worship and it was in the gratitude of everyone praising us for “all” the work we accomplished.  It was also in 

the way that our kids stepped up to pray amongst themselves, to share personal stories and talk openly about God and the 

unknown future He has planned, the community that was developed within the group and the graceful way they took all the 

unexpected changes.  I don’t know how God plans to use this trip, but I do believe that at some point, I will be able to look 

back at this week in Duluth and say, “That’s why it went that way!” 

…until next time. 
Rebecca Anderson                                                                  You are the light of the world.  -Matthew 5:14 



JULY 22 - 7:00  
OBC Upper Worship Center 

 

REVIVE 
WORSHIP NIGHT 

 
 
 

All ages are invited to join us for 
contemporary worship and prayer 
as we seek to revive our hearts in 

the presence of the Lord. 
 
 
 

Preview songs at bit.ly/obcrevive 

 

  1     John & Lori DeCleene, Dave Blomberg, 
          Norma Swan 
  2     Jon Carlson, Cole Mann, Pastor Rodney Price 
  3     Jason Davis, Gene Grapa, Denae Walcisak 
  4     Toni Bruner, Susan Freiboth 
  5     Hugh Hueckman 
  6     Samantha Polzin, Jeremy Lukes, Gage 
 Anderson 
  7     Dave Elleman, Reese Isaacson, Pamela 
 Thomas 
  8    Jean Conrad,  Zak Schubring, Dick Wohler, 
 Audrey Hueckman 
  9    Nick Schubring, Hunter Gedde 
10    Jacob Donahoe, Katherine Bauer, Megan 
 Winter, Duane Scott 
11    Nick Adams, Arely Espinoza 
13    Bill Leick, Jerry Shoup,  Barbara Pearson 
14    Levi Haskins, Sarah Karlik 
15    August Donahoe, Dave Mattson, Jim Bauer 
16    Levi Rhody, Jennifer Sarkkinen, Kristina 
 Gedde, Jordanna Jast 
19   Karen Blomberg, Nathan VanCamp, Sabrina 
 Gustafson 
20   Kay Marschke 
21   Logan Sarkkinen, Mitch Retzlaff 
22   Dale Haskins, Bradley Johnson, Ryder Jones, 
 Cole Retzlaff 
23   Lonnie Carlson 
25   Dan Swan 
26   James Carlson, Angela Kislewski, Rick 
 Strombom, Aarik Lind 
27   Lena Berg 
30   Jimmy Oleson, Molly Adams 
31   Karis Wear, Fletcher Walcisak 

Ogema Baptist Church 
Vacation Bible School in Review 
 

Passport to Peru VBS 2017 was a great week!  
We got to learn all about the great gifts God gives of  

comfort, peace, patience, and love!   

 

We focused on watching for God in our lives  
throughout the week and shared different ways that  

He showed up in our daily lives!  

 

Our missions project for the week raised enough money to 
send Dish to school in India for another year and then 

send out 57 shoeboxes to needy children at  
Christmastime through Operation Christmas Child.  

 

Over 90 children attended during the week  
along with our 35 helpers!  

 

Thank you to all for your prayers and generous help in 
making the week successful and planting many seeds in 

the little hearts of the children in our community! 

Something Special for Ladies of All Ages! 
 

Titus 2  
Summer Evening Get-togethers  

 

Monday, July 10th, 6:30 p.m. 

Worship Music & Myrtle M. Blomberg’s Testimony 

Monday, July 24th, 6:30 p.m. 

Worship Music & Testimony 

at Janet Blomberg’s home - W2990 Ring School Road, Ogema 
- - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -  

For an early start and more fellowship,  

meet at 5:30 next door at Pattie Swan’s - W3954 Ring School Rd. 
 

 

All skill levels welcome—junior high age to adult—to join us for 
 

          Ultimate Frisbee 
 

At the Ogema Elementary School Ballfield 
 

Friday evenings throughout the summer, 6:30-8:30 

July Birthdays “Revive us, and we will call on Your name.  
Restore us, O Lord God Almighty;  

make Your face shine upon us,  
that we may be saved.” 

Psalm 80:18-19 
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PERMIT NO. 5 P.O. BOX 556, OGEMA, WI  54459      715-767-5157   

Sunday School for all ages — 9:00 am 
Sunday Worship —10:15 am 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting — 7:00 pm 

 

Ogema Baptist Church Youth “Ground Zero” Missions Trip 

 

 

GEMA BAPTIST CHURCH 

Thank you to everyone who 

prayed for our youth as they were 

on their missions trip June 12-18 

at Lincoln Park Community 

Church in Duluth, MN.  

 

You can read more about their 

work, adventures, and growth in 

our OBC Youth Director’s article 

inside this newsletter. 

 

Please keep our youth in your 

prayers, as they continue to let the 

LIGHT of Christ shine brightly 

through them! 

www.ogemabaptistchurch.org 

“God made HIS LIGHT  

SHINE  
in our HEARTS.” 

from 2 Corinthians 4:6 


