
Bring Someone with You Christmas Eve Morning! 

 

As you may know, Christmas Eve is on a Sunday 

this Year. We are planning a special service for 

people who do not normally come to church who 

may need to hear the Good News of Jesus. In our 

process of making disciples, Trust Christ is the first 

step. We want to challenge and encourage as many 

people as possible to trust Christ and begin to 

experience the forgiveness, freedom and joy that 

belong to those who follow Jesus. Our primary 

program to accomplish this first step is the Sunday 

morning service. Christmas time is one that curious 

people may show up to see what it’s all about. That 

is why the Sunday morning service on Christmas 

Eve will be geared to people who need to take that 

first step of discipleship - Trust Christ. 

 

As of this writing, we have over a month until the 

Christmas Eve service and we do not yet have final 

plans. We are trying to think through how best to 

present the wonder of Jesus, God the Son, coming 

to earth in human form to do for us what we could 

not do for ourselves. The passage of the Bible that 

we will use is Luke 2:1-20, the account of Jesus’ 

birth, the shepherds and the angels. The specific 

methods we will use are undecided at this point. 

Stay tuned to the bulletins for additional details as 

plans are firmed up. 

 

Please be thinking and praying about who to invite. 

It may happen that a golden opportunity (or God 

orchestrated opportunity) may come to you 

between now and that service. Be bold and bring 

someone with you on Christmas Eve. 

BEACON 
“Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 

December 2017 

Bring Someone With You 

DECEMBER SERMON SCHEDULE 
    
  3 Luke 1:5-38    
  “Eyewitnesses of the Advent” 

 

10  Luke 1:39-56  
  “Reasons to Believe” 

 

17  Luke 1:57-80  
  “Hope for Dark Times” 

 

24  Luke 2:1-20  
  “A Savior Has Been Born to You” 

 

25  Julotta, 6:00 a.m.     
  Christmas Morning Service 

 

31 Luke 2:21-40     
  “God’s Revelation to You” 
  

 

In the weeks prior to that, we will begin going 

through one of the biographies of Jesus in the 

Bible, the book of Luke. Luke states that his 

purpose for writing his account of the life of 

Jesus is, “...so that you may know the certainty 

of the things you have been taught.” If you have 

been in church for a while, you have been taught 

a few things about Jesus; some of which are hard 

to believe. Virgin birth, miracles, resurrection 

are not normal events that most people 

experience. The book of Luke helps us to know 

and have more confidence that what we’ve been 

taught is reality. I encourage you to take 

seriously the opportunity we have on Sunday 

mornings to build one another  

up in the faith. 

 

In His Joy,  

Pastor  Rodney 



So I was thinking…    

what are you thankful for this year?  My trip to Haiti made me thankful for water, broken down vehicles, 
(two in two days) and a frozen camper, and that was just my November.  It made me thankful for my job 
that allowed me to experience Haiti and a husband who gave up five hunting days to take me.  It made me 
thankful for a friend who was willing to be away from her family to go with me.  I’m thankful for really, re-
ally, really bumpy roads that didn’t stop our vehicle dead in its tracks, even though I was pretty sure it 
should.  Here in America, I can drive 15 miles to pick up a part for a vehicle, even in the dark, without fear 
of a washed out ravine or large stone or thorn stopping my vehicle.  I can go to a store and get pretty 
much anything I think I need or want.  I can turn on the heat to thaw my camper and fix frozen water 
pipes.  (In Haiti they wouldn’t want the heat.)  I am thankful that I can go through the chaos that is life and 
not fear or panic.  It’s not that this was my first experience with thankfulness or peace, but these were not 
feelings I expected to feel on this trip.  Contentment and peace…in Haiti!!  The people of Lemuel, with our 
language and cultural divide as large as the ocean I flew over, showed me that God really is enough!   
(Philippians 4:12, I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the 
secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or 
in want.)  
 

I’m thankful I can turn on a tap and get water and if something were to happen to my well, I can go to the 
store and buy water until my well is fixed.  You see, water at Lemuel doesn’t exist naturally.  Yet when 
someone asked me if there was running water, I said yes.   The running water is not of natural origin and 
it’s not from a system we would use here in the states, but there is running water.  At Lemuel, a driver 
must drive 2 or 3 hours to a clean water source, drive the same distance back to Lemuel, and dump the 
water into a cistern system they have created on the campus.  Sometimes, this driver must make this trip 
two or three times in one day!  For the people without water trucks or vehicles, they must make this jour-
ney on foot or by donkey.  There are a few other water sources around the area, depending on if they 
have had any rain, but these sources are for watering trees or animals and is not clean.  It would not be 
uncommon to spend the whole day just searching for water.  Water!!  Something so simple and yet when 
you’re put in a circumstance where it’s not available you learn to see it a little differently.   
 

The story of Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman came to my mind when thinking of this experience.  
John 4: 13 says, “Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life.’”  In the middle of packed, dry, rocky earth, with very little rain fall, cov-
ered in every type of thorn and thistle you can imagine, is Lemuel.  An Oasis that God has allowed to grow 
and flourish because the people there know and live the truth of John 4:13.  They look at water differently 
too!  They know it’s not the water that they have made flow and that they work so hard to get every day 
that is important for the people of the Lemuel and the surrounding areas, but it is the source of ever-
lasting “water” that is important.  And it’s beautiful.   
 

…until next time. 

Rebecca Anderson 
  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus. 
  
 

 



OBC Children’s  
Christmas Program 

Part of the morning  
worship service on  
Sunday, Dec. 17 

10:15 a.m. 

  
 
  
  1  Nathan Blomberg, Cale Ulrich 
  2  Julie Jast 
  4  Sara Donahoe, Dawn Kornuek 
  5  Sarah Gasser, Gavin Jones 
  7  Dan Bruner, Mary Jo Ulrich 
  8  Elton Pearson 
  9  Annette Johnson 
10  Don Rhody, Kelly Lind 
11  Dave Polzin 
12  Eric Gasser 
13  Kati Isaacson, Autumn Gedde,  
 Kortana Blomberg 
15  Inez Strombom, Dawn Smalley 
16  Brenda Isaacson 
17  Mary Pearson 
18  Elliott Rhody 
21  Chris Hallstrand, Tarek Scott, Chase Swan 
22  Ed Blomberg 
23  Mike Gasser, Doug Mattson 
25  Matthew Swan 
26  Jayne Gilge, Bryce Swanson 
27  Jane Smugala, Jim Swan, Lizzie Price 
28  Jared Belan, Landon Page, Boaz Stolhammer 
29  Jody Isaacson, Georgeanne Ulrich 
31  Laura Blomberg, Dawn Thums, Melinda Price, 
 Ethan Winter 

 

Couples’ Fun Night  
Saturday, December 9, 7:00 p.m. 
Strengthen Your Marriage! 
Have Fun! 

December Birthdays 

Please contact us if: 
• You or someone in your family has an address change 
• You no longer want to be on our Beacon mailing list 
• You would rather receive your Beacon by email 

Email:  info@ogemabaptistchurch.org 

New Year’s Eve 
Family Fun Night 

Sunday, December 31, 6:30 p.m. 
Enjoy fun, fellowship & food with your church family! 

Wednesday, December 27, there will be  
NO regularly scheduled programs meeting. 

Wednesday, December 20, there is NO Kingdom Quest. 

Ground Zero & Spot 68 will be having Christmas Parties. 

Sun., Dec. 3, 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 

Whether you are expecting your first 

child or into the teen years, all moms 

with kids at home are welcome to this 

free night of fun and friendship! 

Project: 

Evergreen 

Wreaths 

 

 

 
 

Discussion: 

Christmas 

Memories 

 

 

The OBC Choir Presents ... 
 

Star Power! 
 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Also featuring OBC Children’s Choir and 
the YAH-WEH Out There Puppeteers 

Julotta 
December 25, 6:00 a.m.  

 
 

Join us bright & early on  
Christmas Morning to worship 
Immanuel, God With Us! 

 

Breakfast breads & snacks after the service. 

Sr. Adult Christmas Party 
Friday, Dec. 1, 1:00—3:00 p.m. 

 

     “O Come, Let Us Adore Him” 
    Christmas Lunch  

      followed by guest speaker. 
 

Please invite/bring the Senior Adults you know! 



Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am 
Wednesday Student  & Ladies’ Ministries - 6:30 pm 
Wednesday Adult Prayer Meeting - 7:00 pm 
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Whatever your age or stage in life, 

YOU are WELCOME here! 

“She will give birth to a Son,  

and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because He will save His people  

from their sins.  

...and they will call Him Immanuel—

which means, ‘God with us.’” 
Matthew 1:21-23 


