
BEACON 
“Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 

October 2019 

How the Riches of God  
Help Us in This Life 

 
OCTOBER SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
 
 
 

    6 Philippians 4:10-23  “How the Riches of God 
          Help Us in This Life” 
 
 

  13 “Christianity, Logic & Science” with Jay Seegert   
 

  20 2 Peter 1:1-4  “The True Experience of God” 
 
 

  27 2 Peter 1:5-11 “Activities Worthy of Every                                       
                                                                    Effort”
     

 
Also in October, Jay Seegert will be speaking 
several times over two days including on a Sunday 
morning. Please see the enclosed information 
regarding all of the opportunities during his time 
with us here. 
 
After that, we will begin one of my favorite little 
books of the Bible; 2 Peter. As you can see from 
the titles of the October talks from 2 Peter, he 
gives us very practical and important advice. This 
was written shortly before Peter’s execution by the 
Romans for his faith in Jesus. We know from the 
letter that Peter knew his time was short and he 
wanted to leave his fellow believers this letter so 
that we, “...will always be able to remember these 
things.” 
 
Why is it so important? He wants us to “...grow in 
the grace and knowledge (experience) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18. So do I. 
 
In His Grace,  
 

Pastor Rodney 

The other day I was in the mini van with my wife 
Melinda. We passed a large farm wagon filled with 
huge cabbages. Apparently this moist cool weather 
we have been having lately is very good for them! 
My mind tried to imagine how much coleslaw that 
wagon load of cabbage could make and how long it 
would take to eat it. A massive harvest like that does 
pose some problems. One problem is how to 
preserve a perishable resource like cabbage. I said to 
Melinda, “A harvest like that is why sour kraut was 
invented.” 
 
The challenge of what to do with the riches of God 
in this life is something Jesus talked about on many 
occasions. He told a story of a guy who had such a 
big harvest he couldn’t store it all. His solution was 
to tear down the existing barns, build bigger ones 
and then say to his soul, “Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years; take your ease...” But 
that very night God said, “...your soul is required of 
you; and now who will own what you have 
prepared?” Jesus then gave the point of the story. 
“So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and 
is not rich toward God.” 
 
In the final passage of Philippians, which we will 
study on the first Sunday in October, two very 
powerful statements are made that are pretty well 
known among followers of Jesus. The statements 
are rightly held as expressions of confidence in God 
giving us what we need right where we are. In 
context these statements are even more powerful 
than as stand alone statements. Please join us as we 
unpack those very helpful truths about how the 
riches of God help us in this life. 



So I was thinking…    

about the promotion I received last month. (Technically, Rick got the same promotion.)  This promotion doesn’t 
come with a pay increase or extra vacation days, but it comes with cuddles, laughter, a whole lot of love, and the 
title of Grandma and Grandpa.  This is something I always knew was possible, but I figured I’d be older or at 
least wiser.  For some reason I decided to do math and realized that when my first grandson is 18 years old, I 
will be 61.  At this point in my life that number still seems young, but I already can’t imagine trying to keep up with 
all the nuances of the world that is to come, let alone the culture of future teenagers.  I don’t even want to think 
about what my grandson will be taught in the next 5 years let alone the next 18.  Just trying to stay up-to-date 
with the current culture is exhausting. It’s a good thing God is God and I am not or I’d have ended it all by now.   
 

With all the frustrating cultural changes, I am very thankful for the one thing that remains the same, the Word of 
God.  In the past few years, while learning to study and understand the Bible more completely, the comfort that 
comes from knowing, really knowing, it is the truth is indescribable.  Peaceful is probably the best word I can use.  
It is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  I feel more compelled to teach that to our children and our grand-
children than ever before.  It is so important.  Especially since our culture is teaching our kids, very effectively I 
might add, that the Bible is not real and not truth and that you should not defend it or talk about it.  Unless of 
course you are a gay mayor from Indiana.  Then you can quote (or should I say “misquote”) the Bible all you 
want.  I’m sure none of this is actually new.  After all there is nothing new under the sun and it’s probably be-
cause I’m a parent and a grandparent that I see it more now, but it really does seem like our freedom of religion 
and speech are being threatened more and more.   
  

I read recently that you become interested in apologetics for two reasons.  One, it interests you.  Two, you have 
to learn it because someone you love is testing you.   I don’t actually know if apologetics is actively taught in 
Christian circles. All I know is that there is a world out there that is trying to change the truth.  In fact they say 
there is no truth.  (Really?  Is that true?)  I have also heard the statement from older adults that they’ve heard the 
statistic that 3 out of 4 freshmen college students walk away from their faith, but then they add…those aren’t 
OUR children.  Well, I hate to say it (again) but it is our children.  They live in a different world.  One that is con-
fusing to us and scary (but normal) to them. 
 

When I was in high school, 25 years ago, evolution and creation were taught in school.  They were both labeled 
“theories” but they were taught.  No one would have ever questioned or fought against a separate boys’ and 
girls’ bathroom and as a man you wouldn’t have been yelled at for opening a door for a woman.  You also didn’t 
get a participation trophy for 30th place and you knew you had to work hard to get an A in school.  Today, partici-
pation trophies make sure everyone is validated and not giving grades protects your self-esteem.  Apparently 
gender is “assigned” at birth, and of course you aren’t alive until…well who knows at this point.  And if you are a 
man and open a door for a woman you have toxic masculinity.  WHAT???!!  Everything we know has flipped!! 
But to our kids, this is normal.  This is their world.  They don’t know the world that you and I knew but it is our job 
to help them navigate theirs.   
 

If you haven’t heard already, we are having a special guest speaker on Saturday, October 12th.  Jay Seegert is 
a nationally known Christian apologetics speaker.  This is an opportunity to get our kids, our grandkids, and our-
selves introduced to the world of apologetics.  Which is really another way of saying “talking about and teaching 
others about our Christian worldview with reasoned arguments and information.”  It’s a great starting point for 
everyone.  Even if you don’t love science, you will be interested in what Jay has to say.  We are also taking high 
school students to a conference in the twin cities called, reThink Your False Ideas About God, in November.  We 
will also be starting Deeper soon, where we will take actual events and headlines from our world and look at it 
through the lens of scripture.   There is so much information out there.  Rick told me the other day that searching 
for truth on the Internet is like trying to find a water drop in the ocean. (I think he heard that somewhere, but he’s 
not wrong.)  Please pray for all of these upcoming events.  Pray that all of the students and adults that attend any 
of these events be energized to continue to search out truth and that they will see it, learn it, and pass it on.    
 

…until next time,  
   

Rebecca Anderson, Youth Director                 
 



October Birthdays   
 
 3   Aidan Anderson, Lawson Carlson, Gabe Lind 

 4   Cody Blomberg 

 5   Layne Blomberg, Amy Espinoza 

 6   Joelle Scheithauer, Julia Pearson, Pat Ulrich 

 7   Pat Grom, Elisabeth Karlik 

 8   Sally Fawley, Hunter Swan, Missy Altschwager 

10  James Byrd, Karl Lind 

11  Bruce Johnson, Leila Heikkinen 

14  Madelyn Blomberg, Samuel Blomberg 

15  Darrell Freiboth, Shirley Hueckman, Rachel Donahoe 

16  Marcia VanCamp 

18  LuAnn Winter 

19  Micah Blomberg 

20  Jake Anderson, Steve Blomberg 

21  Arnie Blomberg, Nicole Schaer, Ryan Reissner 

22  Seth Hueckman 

23  Victor Blomberg 

24  Jodi McIlhany 

27  Marni Belan, Kaelyn Isaacson 

28  Shirley Root, Hazel Nelson, Tyler Lind 

29  Emily Daniels 

30  Jeff Jast, Coralie Recob 

31  Marlene Blomberg, Brian Kraegenbrink, Betty Selander 

Missionary Update from Emilie Blomberg 
 

Emilie has begun her month of ministry at Apa 
Vie Mission in Pestere, Romania.  Apa Vie was 
founded in 2004 as a launching pad from which 
ministry could flow throughout the nation of 
Romania and beyond. It was created to bring 
the Good News of The Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ through the use of conferences, personal 
teaching, preaching in local churches and 
through relationships established throughout 
the world. Apa Vie is a place for healing and 
recovery for God’s people. It is a training 
ground, a place to refocus, prepare and 
strengthen leaders and young people that sense 
a call to ministry. Emilie’s team (herself and 5 
other young ladies) will join in the ministry op-
portunities in which Apa Vie is involved, includ-
ing ministry in local churches, conferences, and 
camps.  
 

You can follow Emilie’s missionary  
journey through her blog,  
emilieblomberg.theworldrace.org, 
to hear stories of what God is doing. 

Saturday sessions:  
Genesis & the Authority of Scripture,  
Evolution-Probable or Problematic?,  

Faith is Not a Four-Letter Word,  
Scientific Evidence for the Inspiration of the Bible,  

and Q&A times 
 

Sunday October 13  
9:00 a.m. Sunday School: The Genesis Flood—This Changes Everything! 

10:15 a.m. Worship Service:  Christianity, Logic & Science 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God,  
who gives generously to all without finding fault,  

and it will be given to him.” 
James 1:5 

 

“Who is wise and understanding among you?   
Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in  

the humility that comes from wisdom.” 
James 3:13 

 

“But the wisdom that comes from heaven  
is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate,  

submissive, full of mercy and good fruit,  
impartial and sincere.   

Peacemakers who sow in peace  
raise a harvest of righteousness.” 

James 3:17-18 
 

“How much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver!” 

Proverbs 16:16 

Please contact us if: 
• You or someone in your family has an address change 
• You no longer want to be on our Beacon mailing list 
• You would rather receive your Beacon by email 

Email:  info@ogemabaptistchurch.org 

 

Fall Youth Rally with “Attaboy”  

Wed., Oct. 23, 7:00 p.m. at OBC 

Happy Birthday! 
 Nov. 9, “Go Big!” Child Discipleship Conference  

for Teachers, Parents, Grandparents, and anyone interested  
in being equipped and encouraged in discipling kids 

at Appleton Alliance Church, 9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 
 For more info go to gobigwisconsin.org or see Julie Jast or Kay Marschke 
 



Whatever your age or stage in life,  

YOU are WELCOME here! 

 

“So then, just as you received  

Christ Jesus as Lord,  

continue to live in Him,  

rooted and built up in Him,  

strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 

and overflowing with thankfulness.” 
Colossians 2:6-7 

 

Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am 
Wednesday Youth & Ladies’ Ministries - 6:30 pm 
Wednesday Adult Prayer Meeting - 7:00 pm 
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Dan and Sandy Varberg serve the Lord at  
Faith Academy in Manila, Philippines with 
Converge International Ministries.  Faith is an international Christian school primarily for the children of 
missionaries in Southeast Asia, where Dan supervises the Transportation and Grounds Department and Sandy 
is the Head Nurse.  Here is an excerpt from their recent missionary prayer letter to OBC: 
 
“This year marks the beginning of our 17th year at Faith Academy. Most days it doesn't seem possible that we 
have been here that long. But, the years keep marching by and we are excited to still be used by God to spread 
His word in SE Asia. On August 1, classes started up at Faith Academy. At the annual flag raising ceremony we 
had a couple of new flags added, bringing our total to 26 countries represented on campus. 
 

But, before classes began, Dan was busy making sure the campus was safe and clean and the vans were all 
tuned up and ready to go. As well as her usual role as Head Nurse of the Health Services department at Faith, 
this year Sandy was asked to take a lead role on the Child Safety Team. Although she has served on this team 
for several years, this is the first time she has taken on a leadership role. Serving in this way, outside of the 
medical field, is presenting new challenges and opportunity for growth!  
 

Thanks again for your prayers and support. Even in our busiest moments we remember all of you and thank 
God for the role you play in keeping us here!”  

 

Let’s continue to keep Dan & Sandy Varberg and the ministry of Faith Academy in our prayers, 
as well as the ministry and safety of all these missionary families in Southeast Asia. 

 

You can contact the Varbergs at ds.varberg@gmail.com. 
 

Dan & Sandy Varberg 
Faith Academy, Philippines 


