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“Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 
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Every human being is made with great dignity in 
the image and likeness of God himself. That fact 
has a wide variety of implications and 
applications that are relevant to our situation 
today. That fact is under attack from many 
angles in our day. 
 
Daniel Becker in the preface of his book 
Personhood says, “In the 21st century, we face 
in increasing array of issues that directly violate 
human life and human dignity...Our culture’s 
worldview has changed from post-Christian to 
increasingly anti-Christian...” 
 
It should come as no surprise to us that those 
who reject the revelation that humans are made 
in the likeness of God, do things that deny the 
value and dignity of human life. How are we to 
respond to such challenges? That will be the 
subject of future messages on Sunday mornings. 
 
We will begin the series with a declaration of 
what God says about the value of people to him. 
It is a sweeping statement of value, majestic in 
its view. We would do well to spend some 
attention on how much God values us. We need 
that affirmation almost constantly to battle the 
lesser values that others put on us. We also need 
the reminder so that we treat others with the 
same value God has for them. 
 
That value is also very helpful, if not essential, 
in understanding the nature of human 
relationships as God has designed them. All of 
this is under attack in our culture which mostly 

rejects the value God places on all people and 
also the instructions from God about how to 
relate to each other. These messages are some 
of the most important ones I have ever 
prepared and, Lord willing, get to deliver. 
Please be in prayer! 
 
In His Grace,  
 

Pastor Rodney 
 
 

“For You formed my inward parts;  
You knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

I praise You,  
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are Your works;  
my soul knows it very well.”  

Psalm 139:13-14 ESV  

 
“The Lord your God is in your midst, 

    a mighty One who will save; 
He will rejoice over you with gladness; 

    He will quiet you by His love; 
He will exult over you with loud singing.”  

Zephaniah 3:17 ESV 

SEPTEMBER  SERMON  SCHEDULE 
 
 

  6 “What God Says about the Nature of 
  People; Sexuality” 
 

13 “What God Says about the Nature of 
  People; Family” 
 

20 “Attacks on Personhood, Part 1” 
 

27 “Attacks on Personhood, Part 2” 



So I was thinking…    
what would Christianity look like without Christ?  The answer is simple; it wouldn’t look like anything because 
it wouldn’t exist.  The same can’t be said about other religions.  Take Buddhism for example.  Remove the 
Buddha and the religion can continue.  It’s considered a system of living, a way of life and even at his death 
the Buddha asked his followers to focus on his teachings and not his life.  Hinduism has many gods and  
philosophies so remove some and it can continue as a religion.  The same is true in Islam as well, change 
up some of the people, remove some, add some and the religion can continue.  But can we still have  
Christianity if God had sent someone other than Jesus?  As Ravi Zacharias stated it in his book, The Logic 
of God, “the answer is most categorically No.” 

 

This is where our religion differs from all the others.   Jesus was not merely a prophet, a teacher, or a good 
man.  He was (IS) the unique Son of God, part of the Trinity (God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit).  Peter writes in Colossians 1:15-18, “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation.  For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or power or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.  He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church, he is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”  
 

Jesus, himself, states who he is and who sent him when he prayed in John 17:1-3, “Father, the hour has 
come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all people that he 
might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  Proof that Christianity can’t exist without Jesus and that 
no one else can take his place.  His claims are unique.   
 

Most religions believe people are inherently good and that we can earn our way to Heaven or some other 
utopia by doing good.  Jesus claimed that the hearts of men are in rebellion to God.  And then he offered the 
solution, the cross.  This is the only place in the world where love, forgiveness, and justice come together.  
The graciousness of forgiveness is not found in any other religion.  It is as unique as Jesus because it 
comes from Jesus.  
  

Two other facts make Jesus unique, His sinlessness and His resurrection.  Therefore, Christianity is Christ.  
This reality changes everything.  It takes us from being just some polite group with pretty sayings, beautiful 
ideas, and noble efforts to a profound and unique way of life.  A life that is different.   
 

As we start a new school year, one that will undoubtedly look and feel different than in previous years, our 
focus will be on our differences.  The differences that our belief in Jesus brings to our lives.  As we go 
through this unknown adventure we call “the 2020-2021 school year,” we will focus on how we can be 
proud of our uniqueness that is found in Jesus, and how to live and GET USED TO DIFFERENT!    
 
 

…until next time,    
Rebecca Anderson,  
OBC Youth Director 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 



  
 
 

   2  Connor Anderson 

  4  Jesse Rhody, Greg Scott, Matti Heikkinen 

  5  Jordan Gilge, Pat Hamlet, Slade Erdman 

  6  Erica Adams, Kaye Erickson, Nikki Sarkkinen 

  7  Jess Wear, Jason Ulrich 

  9  Nick Blomberg, Nathaniel Swan 

10  Danny Darosci, Joyce Haskins, Betty Swan 

11  Matt Blomberg, Steve Saari 

12  Luke Swan, Nikole Foster, Ari & Colton Blomberg 

13  Kim Trouten, Amanda Page 

15  Kaelyn Blomberg 

17  Terry Foster, Russell Sarkkinen, Pride Stanford 

19  Treyvon Byrd, Brian Karlik, Jackie Parlin 

20  Kajsa Lind, Christine Blomberg 

21  Keven Blomberg, Pam Barton, Sawyer Page 

22  Hallie Hueckman 

23  Bette Saari, Josh Daniels, Joshua Jast 

25  Tristan Shoup 

26  Pete Ulrich, Daniel Berg 

27  Tom Monroe, Janette Thinakaran, Nancy Gladwin 

28  Marianne Parask, Alivia Nelson 

29  Linnea Kruit 

  Happy Birthday!  

Ladies’ Bible Studies 
Mondays, 7:00 p.m. “Be Obedient” 

A Warren Wiersbe study of Genesis 12-25 
 

Mondays, 9:00 a.m. “Armor of God” 
A study by Priscilla Shirer that will bring to light  
the war around you and challenge you to suit up,  

stand firm, and secure the victory in your life 
 

September OBC Meetings & Ministries   
 

 WORSHIP TEAM   ORGANIST 
 6 Eric     Dolly 
13 Lisa, Emily, Jennifer, Tamra  Ellen 
20 Harmoni    Jody 
27 Steve & Krista, Jim & Pattie  Anja 
 

AUDIO TECH - Jon Blomberg 
VISUAL TECH - Jane Smugala 
 

MEETINGS 
CE Board  Tuesday, 1st  7:00 p.m. 
Missions Committee Thursday, 3rd  7:00 p.m. 
Trustee Board  Monday, 14th  7:00 p.m. 
Deacon Board  Monday, 28th   7:00 p.m. 

Sept. Birthdays 

   “Live in harmony with one another;  
     be sympathetic, love as brothers,  
       be compassionate and humble.   

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, 
but with blessing, because to this you were called 

so that you may inherit a blessing .”  1 Peter 3:8-9 

FALL QUARTER SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Starting Sunday, September 13, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Students 4K-8th grade should meet in the sanctuary on that 

first Sunday for a quick kickoff event at 9:00.  At that time the stu-

dents will hear about our missionary project for the year and then be 

dismissed by grade to go with their teacher to their new classroom.  
 

 

This year we will be using Answers in Genesis curriculum that takes 

the students on an exciting chronological journey through the Bible.  

 

 

"Using this curriculum students will get a thorough understanding of 

the teachings and relevance of Scripture. It is designed to equip stu-

dents to defend their faith, becoming conformed to the image of 

Christ, as they learn to apply God's Word in their everyday 

lives." (from the Answers Bible Curriculum website)   

 

Adults will continue their Sunday School class taught by 

Patrick Daniels, “Maturity in the Christian Life,”  in the up-

per worship center. 

Please contact us if: 

-You or someone in your family (on our mailing list) has an address change 

-You no longer want to be on our Beacon mailing list 

-You would rather receive your Beacon by email 

Email:  info@ogemabaptistchurch.org  Thank You! 

 
 

Wednesday Evening Youth Programming  
begins September 9 

 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Kingdom Quest (PreK—5th Grade) 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Spot68 (Grades 6—8) 
7:00-8:00 p.m. Ground Zero (Grades 9—12) 

  
There will be special safety precautions in place. 

Once you arrive at church, you will be given 
instructions on where to drive/park. 

Temperature checks will be conducted 
and practices will be in place to help  

the students maintain physical distancing. 



Sunday School - 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service - 10:15 a.m. 
  or online at www.ogemabaptistchurch.org 

 

Wednesday Evening Programs:  
  6:30-7:30 p.m. Kingdom Quest and Spot 68  
  7:00-8:00 p.m. Ground Zero and Adult Prayer Mt. 
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“Learn to do good; seek justice,  
correct oppression;  

bring justice to the fatherless,  
plead the widow’s cause.”  

Isaiah 1:17 
 

“Religion that is pure and undefiled  
before God, the Father, is this:  

to visit orphans and widows in their  
affliction, and to keep oneself  
unstained from the world.”  

James 1:27 

At our annual church business meeting in May, OBC 
membership voted to support 3 additional missions for this 
year only. The Kisii Orphanage in Kenya, Africa was one of 

those ministries, as well as being our Sunday School 
missionary project in 2019. Don Rhody has had the  

privilege of visiting and partnering with this ministry. 

 
 

“The Log Church Orphanage of Kisii Kenya began in 2016. As the 
pastors from the church in Kenya were out on the streets bringing 
the message of God to the people, they often were approached by 
several children of the area who asked them if the church could 
offer them a place to sleep and some food. These were street children—kids with no family and no place to live.  As Pastor Joel 
later told me, “The Apostle James tells us that it is the duty of the church to care for the orphans and the widows. Since the 
greatest need in our area is the care of the orphans, we decided to begin there.”  The church took them in, but the people of the 
church did not have the resources to adequately feed and house them. When I visited there for the first time, the children were 
sleeping in very unhealthy conditions, most of them on a dirt floor that was covered only with a thin piece of cloth. This was 
especially unhealthy because they had no adequate toilet, and in the rainy season, everything is mud.  

 

By God’s grace, since that time we have been able to construct a very nice dormitory for them where they can sleep safely and  
healthfully. Food security remains a problem. Every month there are times when the children go hungry, sometimes for several 
days consecutively, but we praise God that most days they do have food.  We are grateful also that God has also provided funds 
so that these 49 children have now been able attend classes at the local school, and that they now are part a loving church family 
and have a safe and healthy place to live. They are also being brought up in the teaching and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

 

This is a grassroots ministry. There is no overhead, no salaries, no office expense (and no office), so except for the bank fee for 
wiring the money to the bank account in Kenya, every nickel donated goes for the living and educational needs of the children. 

 

Thank you to the church for your recent gift to these children, as well as several individuals in OBC who have also helped fulfill 
the needs of the orphans. I regularly post updates about the orphanage on the blog site www.donaldrhody.com”  -Don Rhody 


